
WIN a Martin Performing Artist Series Guitar page 65 

JAKOB DYLAN 
Chases Timeless Songs 
and Tune-Filled Guitars 

Gypsy-Jazz 
Workshop 
With John Jorgenson 

• • 
Up~rade 
Guitar 
Electronics 

NEW GEAR 
REVIEWS 
McPHERSON 
12-String 

LAG Tramontane 
Dreadnought 
ROLAND Battery­
Powered Amp 

@ SONGS TO PLAY 
GRATEFUL DEAD 
"New Speedway Boogie" 

WILCO & BILLY BRAGG 
"California Stars" 

JAKOB DYLAN 
"Nothing but the Whole Wide World" 

TRADITIONAL 
"House Carpenter" 

.. . and more 

LESSONS 
Solo with Minor­
Pentatonic Scales 

Learn to 
Cross-Pick 

Celtic Backup 
with Dennis 

Cahill 

2010 
GUITAR 
MAKER 
DIRECTORY 



\ 

ACOUSTIC 
Win a 

Martin Guitar 
page65 

GUITAR 
AUGUST 2010 VOL. 21, NO. 2, ISSUE 212 

COVER: Jakob Dylan and his Martin D-28. 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Jayme Thornton 

features 

45 
Nashville Gypsy 
A lesson on Gypsy-jazz essentials with John Jorgenson, the USA's foremost exponent 
of Django Reinhardt's music. By Andy Ellis 

56 
Jakob Dylan 
The Wallflowers front man talks about his new solo album, the Clash, and how some 
acoustic guitars seem to have songs waiting in them. By Jeffrey Pepper Rodgers 

68 
Better with Age? 
Most guitarists and luthiers agree that guitars "open up" and 
change as they're played. Here's what happens to an 
instrument as it ages. By Richard Johnston 

songs to play 

14 "California Stars" 
Wilco and Billy Bragg 

16 "House Carpenter" 
Traditional, arr. by 
Travis John Andrews 

53 "Red on Red" 
John Jorgenson 

62 "Nothing but the 
Whole Wide World" 
Jakob Dylan 

94 "Listen to the 
Mockingbird" 
Traditional, arr. by 
Scott Nygaard 

98 "New Speedway 
Boogie" 
Grateful Dead 

IN EVERY ISSUE 
10 EDITOR'S NOTE 
12 MUSIC NOTATION KEY 
96 ESSENTIAL GEAR 

101 AD INDEX 
102 MARKETPLACE 

August 2010 ACOUSTIC GUITAR 

departments 

ACOUSTIC CLASSICS 
14 Wilco and Billy Bragg's 

"California Stars" 
16 An arrangement of the English folk song 

"House Carpenter" 

18 PRIVATE LESSON 
Dennis Cahill: A lesson in subtle 
chord voicings from a master of 
the contemporary Celtic groove. 
With the Lick of the Month. 
By Danny Carnahan 

NEW GEAR 
22 McPherson MG-5.0 XP 12: 

A futuristic 12-string with powerful 
tone. By Doug Young 

26 LAG Tramontane T300DCE: French­
designed acoustic-electric dreadnought 
with warm acoustic tones and flexible 
electronics. By Scott Nygaard 

30 Roland AC-33: Feature-laden, battery­
powered amp with a clean, acoustic 
sound is lighrweight and portable. 
By Ruth Parry 

34 IN THE STORES 

36 PLAYER SPOTLIGHT 
The Silent Treatment: Master guitarists 
give classic silent films new acoustic 
guitar scores. By Adam Perlmutter 

42 ACOUSTIC ROCK BASICS 
Minor-Pentatonic Scales: Give your 
leads and solos a bluesy sound by 
using this movable, five-note shape. 
By Andrew DuBrock 

84 SHOPTALK 
Electronic Upgrade: Improve your 
older acoustic-electric by upgrading 
or replacing stock electronics. 
By Brian Michael 

88 PLAYLIST 
Reviews of new albums by Jack 
Johnson, Otis Taylor, and more. 

90 WOODSHED 
Cross-Picking Variations: Learn the 
traditional cross-picking pattern and 
several variations useful for bringing 
melodies to life. By Scott Nygaard 

98 SONGBOOK 
The Grateful Dead's "New Speedway 
Boogie." By Jeffrey Pepper Rodgers 

106 GREAT ACOUSTICS 
1974 Gibson SJ Deluxe. By Teja Gerken 

AcousticGuitar.com 7 



ome guitarists spend decades chasing their ideal 
instrument, while others find a guitar they like early 
in their career and stick with it. Matthew Montfort, 

who leads the world-fusion group Ancient Future (ancient­
future.com), has not only had the same guitar for almost 
four decades, but has significantly modified the instru­
ment to suit his evolving playing style. 

Purchased around 197 4 for Montfort by his father 
when he was attending high school in Denver, Colorado, 
the Gibson SJ Deluxe pictured here is hardly a collector's 
dream. Built during Gibson's Norlin-owned period, not 
generally considered a high point in the company's 
history, the guitar has a Martin-style square-shoulder 
dreadnought body that bears little resemblance to 
Gibson's famous SJ ("Southern Jumbo" ) models of 
earlier years . And yet this instrument has not only served 
Montfort through dozens of recordings and hundreds of 
concerts, it has helped him develop a unique playing 
style that merges the sounds of the South Indian vina 
with that of a flatpicked steel-string guitar. 

Having moved to California to study at the Ali Akbar 
College of Music after graduating from high school, 
Montfort began studying sitar but decided that he wanted 
to be able to bend notes on his guitar in the same way 
that he did on the classic Indian instrument. He had seen 
pictures of the scalloped-fingerboard Wechter guitar used 
by John Mclaughlin with Shakti , and Montfort began 
looking for a local luthier to modify his trusty Gibson in a 
similar way. This involved scooping out the area between 
the frets so he could do bends by pushing down on the 
strings, not pulling or pushing them to the side. In 1978, 
Montfort met Ervin Somogyi, who was still early in his 
career as a luthier, and together they began experi­
menting-first lightly scalloping the guitar's existing rose­
wood fingerboard , then installing a scalloped replacement 
fingerboard made out of ebony. 

To further facilitate string bending, Montfort uses 
extremely light strings, with gauges ranging from .0095 
to .042, on the guitar, and Somogyi modified the stock 
Gibson bridge to accommodate a wider and highly 
compensated saddle for improved intonation. Montfort 
amplifies the guitar with a combination of a Dean Markley 
soundhole pickup and an old Barcus Berry Hot Dot. To 
see video of Montfort playing this guitar, check out 
AcousticGuitar.com/GibsonDeluxe. AC 
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1974 Gibson SJ Deluxe 
With v ideo. 

By Teja Gerke:::n:_ __ 

Some guitarists spend decades chasing their ideal 
instrument, while others find a guitar they like early in their 
career and stick with it. Matthew Montfort, who leads the 
world-fusion group Ancient Future (ancient-future.com), has 
not only had the same guitar for almost four decades, but 
has significantly modified the instrument to suit his evolving 
playing style. 

Purchased around 197 4 for Montfort by his father when he 
was attending high school in Denver, Colorado, the Gibson 
SJ Deluxe pictured here is hardly a collector's dream. Built 
during Gibson's Norlin-owned period, not generally 
considered a high point in the company's history, the guitar 
has a Martin-style square-shoulder dreadnought body that 
bears little resemblance to Gibson's famous SJ ("Southern 
Jumbo") models of earlier years. And yet this instrument has 
not only served Montfort through dozens of recordings and 
hundreds of concerts, it has helped him develop a unique 
playing style that merges the sounds of the South Indian v ina 

J with that of a flatpicked steel-string guitar. 

Having moved to California to study at the Ali Akbar College 
of Music after graduating from high school, Montfort began 
studying sitar but decided that he wanted to be able to bend 
notes on his guitar in the same way that he did on the classic 
Indian instrument. He had seen pictures of the scalloped­
fingerboard Wechter guitar used by John Mclaughlin with 
Shakti, and Montfort began looking for a local luthier to 
modify his trusty Gibson in a similar way. This involved 
scooping out the area between the frets so he could do 
bends by pushing down on the strings, not pulling or pushing 
them to the side. In 1978, Montfort met Ervin Somogyi, who 
was still early in his career as a luthier, and together they 
began experimenting- first lightly scalloping the guitar's 
existing rosewood fingerboard, then installing a scalloped 
replacement fingerboard made out of ebony. 

To further facilitate string bending, Montfort uses extremely light strings, with gauges ranging from 
.0095 to .042, on the guitar, and Somogyi modified the stock Gibson bridge to accommodate a wider 
and highly compensated saddle for improved intonation. Montfort amplifies the guitar with a 
combination of a Dean Marl<ley soundhole pickup and an old Barcus Berry Hot Dot. 
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